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Welcome New
staff
Gianna Schjong
has joined AWC as
a licensed, certified
veterinarian
technician.

Annual Gift

Help Support the St. Croix
AWC

Please mail your gift in the
enclosed contribution en-
velope. We appreciate
your support!

Visit our website
StCroixAWC.org
And donate to help the
animals today!

The slogan of the St. Croix Animal Welfare Center (AWC) “their hearts are in
our hands” sums up our work in the community on behalf of AWC and our
work is all encompassing. Dedicated to improving the lives of St. Croix’s ani-
mals, we are the only non profit on island that provides multiple services to the
animals and the community. We never turn away any animal and we never
charge for accepting an animal.

AWC deeply appreciates the assistance of our private practice veterinarians
and our point of contact vet, Dr. Paul Hess at Island Animal Clinic. The local
animal medical community is our collaborators in creating a better environ-
ment for St. Croix’s animals.

The majority of our animals find their way to us because they were surren-
dered by their owners. And, unfortunately, the majority of those animals are in
poor health with illnesses such as heartworm or feline leukemia. Our humane
education team is working in all the public and private schools on island to
teach responsible pet ownership and end these grim statistics.

AWC staff works to find homes for our animals via on-island adoptions and
our off-island program Pets from Paradise. For more than a decade AWC'’s
low cost spay-neuter voucher program has given the public a low cost method
to become part of the solution in ending pet overpopulation. We receive thou-
sands of animal control calls per year regarding stray, injured, or abused ani-
mals.

Animal control is an essential public health service and public safety service.
AWC fulfills the Virgin Islands government contract for animal control on St.
Croix. Unfortunately, the funding for that contract has been slashed to a mere
$45,000 per year. It costs AWC more than $500,000 to fulfill this contract:
food, water, medical care, facility costs, truck costs and maintenance, and staff
to care for the animals.

We need now, more than ever, your support, St. Croix. Our challenges may be
great, but our mission is paramount, and must be, because indeed “their hearts
are in our hands”.

Gretchen Sherrill
Shelter Coordinator



http://www.stcroixawc.org/

A DOG’S TALE—LUCY’S STORY

My name is Moises. | am the director of animal
care for the St. Croix Animal Welfare Center. Children
call me “The Dog Man.” That’s because I've told them
stories that the dogs tell me.

One of the first dogs to tell me her story was Lucy,
a four month old, rust colored puppy brought to the
Animal Welfare Center by a woman who found her
hiding under a dumpster. The lady said she wanted
to do the right thing and hoped we could find a lov-
ing home for the puppy. Lucy licked the lady’s face,
thanking her for bringing her inside out of the hot sun.
As she ate her first bowl of dog food, Lucy told me she
finally felt safe and was looking forward to the future.

After Lucy was fed, examined by the vet, given her
vaccinations and a bath, she nestled in her cage and
listened to the other dogs. She hoped she might rec-
ognize the barking of one of her five siblings. She
called out their names, but there was no answer. The
other dogs asked where her mother and father came
from, but no one knew Lucy’s family.

Lucy said that when she was born, her mommy
was tied on a short rope to an old car. The car pro-
vided a little shade and protection from the rain.

“Mommy said she was always tied. She had never
visited a vet, been for a walk or had a bath. She
talked about her dream to run on the beach and dig
in the sand,” Lucy said.

She was very skinny because she ate only table
scraps and drank water from dirty bowls. Shortly after
they were born, Lucy’s siblings disappeared one by
one until only Lucy remained.

One day, Lucy’s owner cut the rope that tied her
mother to the car. He was leaving the island and left
the dogs to fend for themselves. Lucy’s mother wasn’t
‘street smart’ and by the time she found a garbage
bin they were weak and thirsty. For weeks they
walked from garbage site to dumpster eating what-
ever scraps they could find.

As they crossed the road one day, big black tires
hit Lucy’s mommy, throwing her, screaming to the
side of the road. She didn’t move or answer Lucy’s
cries. Lucy sat next to her body that day and night

and the next day. Finally, Lucy’s hunger drove her to
search for food and she returned to the dumpster and
hid there until the nice lady coaxed her into her car.
Lucy told me she really liked feeling the lady’s arms
around her and her warm body next to her heart.

Lucy thrived at the Animal Welfare Center. She
ate well and became a cute, roly-poly puppy. She
played in the yard with the other puppies. They
yipped their dreams about new homes with people
who loved them, fed them and played with them.
Always, Lucy whispered her wish to run on the beach
and play in the sand.

One day a man and a boy came to look at the
puppies. The boy kept coming back to Lucy’s cage
and she wagged her tail happily every time she saw
him. Finally, the man said “OK” and Lucy listened as
he answered the questions on the adoption applica-
tion. The man said the puppy would sleep in the
house and play outside during the day in a big fenced
yard. All the right answers! Lucy was so excited, she
couldn’t sleep. She didn’t even mind going to the vet
for surgery.

When the man came to take Lucy to her new
home, she noticed he had a silver medal and chain
around his neck. When he put a little chain and her
license tag around her neck she was beside herself
with joy.

“'m part of
the family,” she
barked joyously.
On the ride home,
she napped and
dreamed about
trips to the beach
with the family.

The house was so big and the yard was big and
shady. When the man’s wife met them at the front
door, he said, “Surprise! | got a puppy for the boy.”
The boy’s mother said, “You didn’t talk to me about
this and that puppy is not going to mess in my house.”
The man put Lucy down and tied her to a tree and
followed the woman into the house to explain.

(Continued on Pg. 3)




VVVVVV999999999999999999999990VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVV999999999999999999999999V

V V
Safe Homes for Abuse Victims
VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVV9000000000000000000000999999999999999V

Max and Madonna are very special dogs in this world of Marleys and Bos. They aren'’t special because of
their beauty or their famous owners. They're special because of the lessons they have taught us. They
are special because they have suffered brutality and survived. It is astounding that they continue to
trust and love humans even though it was humans who betrayed them.

We need to find homes for these two extraordinary pups. We need homes as special as they are. If you
do one thing as a result of reading this newsletter, help us find homes for Madonna and Max.
Contact AWC at 778-1650 or info@stcroixawc.org.

Max is a 4 year old neu-
tered male. He was

F| beaten with a board un-
» ’ til his skull was crushed.

il He lost an eye in the at-
tack. Moax walks on a
Y leash and knows some
ja obedience commands.
Bl He is calm and friendly

Madonna is a shy but
sweet boxer pit mix.
Her throat was
slashed and she was
left for dead.
Madonna is spayed
and good with other
dogs. She needs lov-
ing care since she is
still a little nervous after her ordeal.

.................................................................................................................................................................................................................

The Flea Market Moves Uptown
I | The new, bright and breezy Flea Market opened for business in January. To find the
new store, turn East from Northside Road, between Olympic Car Rental and Basin Tri-
angle intersection. Drop off donations at the Flea Market or for larger items, call for
pick up.

Location: 151 Richmond
Hours: Tuesday through Saturday, 10AM—4PM.
Phone: 692-5355

Lucy’s $tory....continued from Pg. 2

Lucy waited patiently as afternoon turned into evening and finally it was night. She fell asleep under the tree.
In the morning, the man came out of the house and Lucy barked excitedly, “Here | am. You forgot to take me
inside to sleep. You forgot to feed me. You forgot to give me water.” The man brought a small bowl of day-old
table scraps and water and left for the day. The boy went to school and the woman ignored Lucy.

When an AWC volunteer visited Lucy at her new home, the lady said she didn’t really like dogs and her hus-
band hadn’t talked to her about the adoption beforehand. A few days later, Lucy recognized the Warden's truck
as it turned into the driveway. She wagged her tail when he took her into his arms. On the drive back to the
AWC, Lucy told him about her lonely days and said she hoped that this time he would find her a loving owner to
take her to the beach.

Lucy’s story is not unusual. Dogs are devoted to their humans and will suffer in silennce. Don’t get a
pet in a wealr moment or for someone as a gift. And, don’t bring one home unless all adults agree
to and understand the responsibility.
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www.StCroixAWC.org

Our mission is to promote the humane
treatment of animals in the St. Croix
community through education, encour-
agement, and enforcement.

St. Croix AWC works to improve the
safety and quality of life on St. Croix by
increasing compassion and respect.

A Better Copy

Paws and Ponder is sponsored by A Better Copy, Inc. 52 Company St. Christiansted, VI /nc.

St. Croix AWC works diligently to be the voice of hungry, hurt, homeless
cats and dogs of St. Croix, but we need your support. Consider becoming a
member today. In order for our small staff to work as efficiently as possible,
we have transitioned to an annual renewal process.

e [ndividual-$35, Corporate-$100

e  Membership expires one year after donation

o  Membership benefits include newsletter, bumper sticker, and election
vote at our annual meeting

®  Join online via Pay Pal at www.5tCroixAWC.org

o  Mail membership fee, name, address, phone number and email
address to RR2 #32 Clifton Hill Kingshill, VI 00850

Join us to support our mission as a haven for the animails of St. Croix.

AWC Board of Directors | AWC Senior Staff AWC Hours:
Gretchen Sherrill, shelter coordinator

Jennie Parrish, president Moises Carmona, director of animal care operations | 8:30—5:30 M—F

Donna Gay, vice president Liz Castro, director of administration and adoptions 8:30—5:00 Saturday

Bernadette Sanzja, treasurer Therese Donarski, humane education coordinator
Karen Poates, secretary

! Adoptions:
Mike Evans VOLUNTEERS NEEDED NOW AT AWC P
12?,2 gllf,tﬁter Contact 12:30—5:30M —F
info@stcroixawc.org 12:30—5:00 Saturday

or call 778-1650
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